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sum will buy two things, of which one is evidently prefer-
able to the other, the best ought to be chosen.

If the application of either of these two positions will
decide this controversy, there will be no need of recurring
to experience, of citing the authority of foreign command-
ers, of comparing the actions of the German and British
generals, or of inquiring how battles have been lost, or to
what victories are to be ascribed.

It is evident, sir, that the scheme now proposed, is
twice as costly as that which is recommended in opposition
to it, and therefore, unless it will produce twice the advan-
tage, it must be acknowledged to be imprudently chosen.
The advantage in war, is to be rated by comparing the
strength of different numbers in different circumstances,
and inquiring what degree of superiority will be found.

If we suppose, sir, two bodies of men, equally armed and
disciplined, opposed to each other without any advantage
of situation, we must conceive that neither party could be
conquered, that the balance of the day must remain equal,
and that the contest would continue undecided.

It cannot be objected to this supposition, sir, that no
such event is recorded in history, because in war many
causes really act which cannot be estimated; one army
may consist of soldiers more courageous, and more confi-
dent in the justice of their cause; unforeseen accidents
may operate, orders may be mistaken, or leaders may be
misinformed; but all these considerations are to be set
aside in speculation, because they may equally be alleged,
on cither part.

Two bodies of men, sir, equally numerous, being, there-
fore, supposed equal, it is to be inquired how either may
be superiour to the other. It is proposed, on one part, to
produce this effect by doubling the number of officers
rather than increasing that of the soldiers; on the other, to
double the soldiers under the same officers, the expense
being the same of both methods.

When two armies, modelled according to these different
schemes, enter the field, what event can be expected?
Either five thousand men, with a double number of officers,